William  Watson, 
Medical  Officer. 


Office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Guildhall,  Rochester. 

February  8 th,  1895. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you,  the  following  as  my  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Urban  District  during  ihe  year  1894. 


Population  census,  1891 
Kstimated  to  Midsummer,  1894  ... 

Area  of  Urban  District 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited,  1891 

New  Houses  built,  added  35S 

Average  number  occupants  to  each  house 


26,309 
28,090 
2,906  acres 
5,065 
5,423 
5‘1 


It  is  mv  pleasure  to  inform  your  Committee  that  the  good  health  of  the  City  has 
been  maintained,  the  Death  Rate  being  15*7,  against  15-5  in  1893  and  15‘8  in  1892,  per 
1000  persons  living,  which  can  fairly  be  compared  with  many  seaside  and  health 
resorts. 

* 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  was  517,  to  which  must  be  added  10  of  persons  dying  in 
the  Medway  Union,  and  from  which  85  must  be  deducted  of  persons  dying  in  Public 
Institutions  not  belonging  to  the  Urban  District.  The  corrected  number  was  442. 


The  Birth  Rate,  however,  has  declined  from  30T  in  1892  to  28'0  per  1000  in  1894. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  again  small,  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  Scarlatina 
and  small  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria,  being  F6  only  per  thousand. 

The  following  table  of  Vital  Statistics  for  the  past  three  years  was  prepared  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison  between  Strood  and  Frindsbury,  and  the  rest  of  the  parishes 
combined. 


Deaths 
from  all 

Deaths 

from 

Birth 

Bate 

Death 

Bate 

Zymotic 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

causes. 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

per  1000. 

per  1000. 

per  1000. 

per  1000 
Births 

1 892  Strood  and  Frindsbury  .... 

387 

* 

154 

17 

343 

13-6 

1-5 

160 

Other  Parishes . 

426 

272 

37 

271 

173 

2-3 

122 

1893.  Strood  and  Frindsbury  .  . .  . 

409 

185 

35 

36  0 

16-3 

31 

151 

Other  Parishes . 

395 

241 

20 

24-4 

14-9 

1-2 

108 

1894.  Strood  and  Frindsbury  .... 

385 

198 

23 

313 

169 

1-9 

153 

Other  Parishes . 

422 

244 

23 

25-6 

14-8 

1-3 

135 

The  above  table  shews  that  the  Death  Pate  for  Strood  and  Frindsbury  is  increasing, 
whereas  that  for  the  rest  of  the  Urban  District  is  decreasing.  The  Birth  Rate  and  Rate  of 
Infant  Mortality  is  largely  in  excess. 
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Infant  Mortality,  1894 — 

The  rate  of  infant  deaths  per  thousand  births  was  143. 

There  were  171  deaths  of  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

The  diseases  which  have  been  most  fatal  to  infant  life  were  whooping  cough  and 
diarrhoea. 

Phthisis  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases: — 

The  death-rate  from  Phthisis  during  the  past  year  was  1*3  per  thousand  ;  that  for 
other  Lung  Diseases  being  2'7. 

The  deaths  from  Consumption  or  Phthisis  are  of  importance,  in  that  they  largely 
depend  upon  certain  sanitary  conditions,  of  which  the  most  important  are  surface  drainage 
and  density  of  population.  A  damp  soil,  combined  with  closely  packed  back-to-back 
houses  are  the  most  fruitful  source  of  the  spread  of  consumption. 

Coroner’s  Inquests 

Have  been  held  on  the  following  cases  during  the  year  : — Injury  to  spine,  injury  to 
‘‘fork,’’  drowned  while  at  play,  burns  (5);  fractured  thigh,  fractured  leg,  fractured  skull 
(4);  found  drowned  (3);  run  over,  overlaid  (4);  accidentally  drowned  (2);  suicide  (2), 
erysipelas  following  injury  to  shoulder. 

Deaihs  under  5  Years  from  other  than  Infectious  Diseases: — 

Erysipelas,  1  ;  influenza,  2  ;  phthisis,  5  ;  bronchitis,  33  ;  heart  disease,  1  ;  injuries,  4 ; 
scrofula,  1  ;  convulsions,  12;  atrophy,  21;  diseased  brain,  10;  digestive,  12;  premature 
births,  20  ;  other  diseases,  9. 

Other  Diseases  : — 

The  mortality  from  cancer  is  slowly  increasing  throughout  the  country.  Cancerous 
disease  is  undoubtedly  hereditary,  but  infant  life  has  been  so  prolonged  by  the  sanitary 
progress  of  late  years  that  those  who  were  born  of  infected  parents  used  to  die  young,  now 
they  live  to  greater  age.  This  may  be  some  explanation. 

die  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  Urban  District  were  19,  equal  to  '67  per  1,000. 

Zymotic  Diseases  : — 


Table  shaving  number  of  Deaths  for  past  three  years. 


"Year. 

Small 

Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Croup. 

Whooping- 

Cough. 

Typhoid 

Diarrhoea 

Total. 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 

1892 

0 

13 

1 

7 

4 

15 

7 

7 

54 

1-7 

1893 

0 

8 

3 

8 

1 

2 

5 

28 

55 

1-9 

1894 

0 

2 

1 

9 

16 

3 

16 

1 

6 

53 

1C 
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Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  called  the  attention  of  your  Committe  to  the  fact  that  in 
many  instances  proper  precautions  are  not  taken  by  parents  for  the  isolation  of  patients 
recovering  from  infectious  diseases. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  be  directed  to  report  any  future 
cases  so  that  proceedings  before  the  magistrates  may  be  taken. 

Notices  to  parents  were  also  delivered  at  every  house  from  which  a  notification  certificate 
was  received. 


The  following  notices,  in  accordance  with  the  “Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act” 
of  1S89,  were  received  during  the  year. 


Membra- 

|  Small  Pox. 

Diptheria. 

nous  Croup. 

Typhus. 

Typhoid. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlatina. 

Total. 

Strood  and  Frindsbuiy  1  0 

1 

36 

2 

0 

5 

34 

148 

225 

Other  Parishes  . J  5 

17 

1 

1 

12 

31 

123 

190 

Of  these  Small  Pox  5,  Scarlatina  175,  Typhoid  5,  Diphtheria  14,  were  removed  to  St. 
William's  Hospital. 

Small-Pox  :  — 

The  outbreak  in  the  family  of  a  costermonger  brought  very  forcibly  two  facts  to  light  : 
First,  the  easy  introduction  of  this  disease  from  some  outside  focus,  not  directly  traceable, 
but  as  it  existed  in  a  neighbouring  town  a  reasonable  assumption  can  be  arrived  at — Second 
the  great  value  of  adopting  extreme  methods  as  to  quarantine — The  family  was  a  poor  one 
and  occupied  half  a  detached  house — The  first  patient  was  a  girl  who  usually  accompanied 
her  father  on  his  rounds — About  a  week  elapsed  before  medical  aid  was  sought— your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  called  in  and  he  found  the  patient  with  well  developed  Small 
Pox — She  was  at  once  removed  to  St.  William’s  Hospital  and  the  rest  of  the  family  were 
i  e- vaccinated. 

The  bed  and  bedding  were  destroyed  by  fire  with  the  assistance  of  the  Police,  the 
father  and  son,  who  were  out  hawking,  were  sought  and  brought  home  and  the  contents  of  the 
barrow,  vegetables,  fruits,  dried  fish,  &c..  were  treated  with  carbolic  acid  and  buried.  The 
two  families  living  in  the  house  tvere  quarantined  under  police  supervision,  and  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors  provided  them  with  every  necessity  at  the  expense  of  your  Authority 
for  three  weeks — Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visited  the  house  daily  and  had  to  remove 
three  more  of  the  family  to  the  Hospital — The  re-vaccinations  were  performed  too  late  to 
be  of  much  service  in  averting  the  attacks  On  discharge  from  the  Hospital  a  supply  of 
new  “  ares  was  furnished  ;  the  house  was  fumigated  and  cleansed  throughout — no  other 
cases  occured.  One  patient  notified  as  suffering  from  small  pox  was  removed  to  St. 
William’s  but  it  proved  a  false  alarm. 
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Measles  : — 

Several  eases  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  Sanitary  Officers  during  the  year  and 
it  will  be  seen  on  referring  to  previous  tables  that  two  deaths  occured.  Several  children  who 
took  part  in  a  may  pole  dance  at  a  local  bazaar,  sickened  about  the  same  time  and  probably 
caught  the  disease  from  a  convalescent  patient  being  thoughtlessly  permitted  to  join  the  dance. 
Seeing  however  that  deaths  from  this  disease  usually  occur  during  the  second  or  third  week, 
when  the  rash  has  disappeared  and  nothing  remains  but  some  Bronchitis  or  Diarrhoea,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  some  of  the  deaths  recorded  under  these  headings  might  be  dependent 
on  an  antecedent  attack  of  Measles. 

Scarlatina  : — 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  27 1  compared  with  165  during  1893.  The  disease 
was  of  mild  type  and  the  mortality  was  low.  The  number  of  deaths  being  only  nine  or  33 
per  cent,  of  number  of  attacks.  The  annexed  chart  was  prepared  to  shew  the  number 
notified  each  week. 

Diphtheria  : — 

1892  Number  of  cases  notified  54.  Deaths  7. 

1893  „  „  „  38.  .,  8. 

1894.  „  „  „  53.  „  16. 

This  disease  has  been  very  prevalent  both  in  England  and  on  the  Continent  during  the 
last  three  years.  Strood  and  Frindsbury  furnished  68  percent,  of  the  cases  notified  in  the 
Urban  District.  Several  of  the  houses  and  premises  in  which  the  disease  appeared  Avere 
found  to  have  defective  sanitary  arrangements,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  them. 
In  a  number  of  instances  however  no  visible  cause  for  the  outbreak  could  be  discovered. 
Many  of  the  children  attacked  were  scholars  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Infants  School  Strood.  The 
outdoor  offices  Avere  found  at  fault  and  the  school  was  closed  by  order  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  for  28  days.  Fresh  offices  were  then  erected  by  the  school  managers,  the  school 
rooms  were  fumigated  and  cleansed,  and  this  proved  effective  in  arresting  the  spread. 

The  connection  between  sewer  air  and  Diphtheria  was  proven  by  three  cases  occuring 
at  an  Institution  (the  name  and  locality  I  will  reserve)  in  March.  The  first  patient  attacked 
had  been  an  inmate  of  the  Institution  for  nearly  three  months,  when  two  others  quickly 
followed  It  was  evident  that  the  disease  had  either  originated  in  the  Institution  or  had  been 
introduced  by  visitors.  Negative  evidence  as  to  the  latter  was  obtained. 

The  whole  of  the  W.C.s,  lavatories,  baths  and  sinks  were  found  properly  flushed  and 
trapped,  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was  that  the  disease  had  not  originated  from  any 
defects  within  the  building.  The  drainage  was  next  inspected.  Nothing  defective  was 
found  until  tne  man-hole  was  opened,  situate  at  a  corner  of  the  buildings  whence  a  foul 
odour,  evidently  sewer  air,  was  escaping  freely.  The  “  fresh  air  inlet  ”  was  found  to 
be  acting  as  an  outlet  for  the  foul  air — or  in  other  words  as  a  ventilating  shaft  to  this 
man-hole.  With  a  S.W.  wind  blowing  this  foul  air  would  find  its  way  into  the  open 
Avindows  of  the  institution  at  that  quarter. 


Ui  N 


5 


The  defects  were  quickly  remedied  and  no  other  cases  have  since  occurred. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  : — 

Only  one  death  from  this  disease  has  occured  which  must  be  considered  very  satisfac- 
torv.  Last  year  there  were  four,  in  1892  there  were  six  deaths. 

The  question  of  Oyster  eating  has  been  alluded  to  in  my  report  to  the  Port  Sanitary 
Committee. 

One  case  notified  as  Typhus  was  very  doubtful. 

Whooping  Cough: — 

This  complaint  has  been  the  cause  of  !6  deaths,  fifteen  being  children  under  5  years 
of  age. 

Sanitary  Authorities  can  do  practically  very  little  in  preventive  measures  save  the 
exclusion  from  school  of  children  affected. 

Diarrhcea  and  Dysentery  : — 

The  mortality  from  these  diseases  was  low,  only  six  deaths  having  occured  against 
twentv-eight  in  1893. 

u  O 

Cholera  Precautions — 

A  circular  was  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  July  14th,  concerning 
the  Notification  of  Diarrhoea  for  the  current  quarter,  the  reason  given  being  the  signs  of 
recrudescence  of  cholera  on  the  Continent.  Allusion  was  also  made  to  the  fact  “that  in 
those  localities  where  cholera  made  some  headway,  it  was  found  that  there  had  been  some 
antecedent  diarrhoea,  generally  quite  excessive  in  amount,  often  choleraic  in  type.” 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thereupon  suggested  to  your  Committee  that  application 
should  be  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their  approval  to  add  diarrhoea  in 
persons  above  one  year  to  the  list  of  Notifiable  Diseases  until  the  termination  of  the  current 
quarter. 

This  was  considered  by  your  Committee  and  adopted. 

No  notifications,  however,  were  received  at  the  Health  Office. 

Factory  and  Workshops'  Act- — 

The  whole  of  the  workshops  and  factories  in  the  Urban  District  have  been  inspected 
with  satisfactory  results. 

No  need  lias  arisen  to  send  notice  under  Section  3,  Sub-section  3  to  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act- 

101  samples  of  milk  were  tested  and  found  to  be  good. 

Six  samples  of  butter  were  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst.  Five  were  reported  as  pure 
and  the  other  adulterated. 

The  vendor  was  summoned  before  the  Magistrates  and  fined  £2  4s.  Od.  and  costs. 
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Water  Supply — 

The  waters  furnished  by  both  the  Local  Companies,  have  been  analysed  and  proved 
to  be  of  undeniable  purity. 

Live  well  waters  were  found  to  be  polluted  and  unfit  for  use.  ^hey  were  accordingly 
closed.  Two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occured  in  one  house  where  polluted  well-water  was 
being  used. 

In  two  instances  old  wells  were  re-opened  under  the  excuse  that  the  water  was  for  other 
than  drinking  purposes.  Your  Committee  wisely  ordered  the  wells  to  be  permanently 
closed. 

General  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District — 

The  large  number  of  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  received,  caused  a  lot  of  extra 
work.  Every  house  was  visited  and  carefully  reported  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Il  many  instances  two  or  more  visits  were  necessary  for  fumigation  of  premises  after  the 
removal  of  patients  to  Hospital  and  for  second  outbreaks  in  a  family 

In  last  year's  report  I  referred  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  out-door  offices  of 
several  schools. 

During  the  past  year  new  water-closets  have  been  erected  at  Borstal  and  St.  Nicholas 
Strood  Schools,  and  at  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Peter’s  at  Rochester,  the  latter  now  in  course 
of  erection.  There  is,  however,  a  want  of  care  at  many  of  the  schools,  necessitating  the 
constant  attention  of  vour  Sanitarv  Officers. 

j  ~ 

A  careful  inspection  of  Slaughter  houses,  Cowsheds,  Bakehouses  and  Common  Lodging 
houses  has  been  made  and  needs  no  special  comment  in  this  Report. 

The  subject  of  Fish-frying  is  always  a  vexed  question  to  deal  with-  The  nuisance 
arising  is  probably  due  to  the  inferior  oil  used  in  the  process.  The  question  has  been 
considered  by  your  Committee  and  remonstrance  made  in  certain  quarters  with,  1  think, 
better  results,  as  no  complaints  have  reached  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  lately. 

'The  proper  Registration  of  Milkshops  has  been  persevered  with,  A  record  of 
applications  is  being  kept  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Bills  were  also  distributed  through  the  District  informing  purve}7ors  of  the  penalty  of 
selling  milk  without  being  previously  registered. 

Drainage — 

Considering  that  the  cesspool  system  is  the  chief  method  adopted  in  the  Urban 
District,  for  dealing  with  excreta  and  slop- water  I  can  do  no  less  than  congratulate  your 
Committee  that  only  one  death  from  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  during  the  year, 
nevertheless,  17  cases  were  notified. 

Undoubtedly  the  cesspool  system  is  out  of  date,  inasmuch  as  it  necessitates  continual 
deposition  of  filth — likely  to  become  dangerous  to  health  at  any  time — near  to  dwellings 
Again,  the  providing  of  overflows  from  cesspools  into  sewers  cannot  be  considered  sanitary 
because  the  cesspool  is  always  full  before  the  overflow  is  of  service,  and  remains  so.  In 
the  lower  parts  of  your  District  should  a  sewer  by  any  means  become  blocked  there  is  a 
risk  of  back  flow  and  great  nuisance  arising. 
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The  adoption  of  water  closets  lias  been  the  means  of  the  cesspools  requiring  more 
frequent  emptying. 

In  my  Annual  Report  dated  February  22nd,  1893,  I  alluded  to  the  want  of  proper 
surface  drainage  in  certain  parts  of  your  District.  It  is  now  my  pleasure  to  record  the 
fact  that  the  subject  has  had  your  careful  consideration,  and  that  a  scheme  for  the  Storm 
Water  Drainage  of  several  localities  has  not  only  been  prepared  but,  with  slight  modifica¬ 
tion,  accepted  on  Inquiry  and  Loan  granted  by  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  same.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  your  Committee  that  the 
Medway  Conservators  granted  permission  for  the  storm  waters  to  be  conducted  to  the 
river,  only  on  the  express  condition  that  no  sewage  of  any  kind  was  allowed  to  be  added 
thereto. 

Insanitary  Dwellings,  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  &c.  : — 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  your  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  dilapidated 
and  neglected  condition  of  the  houses,  &c.,  in  Dunnings’  Lane — held  on  lease  from  Morden 
College.  Certain  communications  from  Morden  College  have  been  made  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  but  as  nothing  has  been  done  to  mitigate  the  evils  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
the  advisability  of  further  pressure  upon  those  answerable  for  such  a  state  of  things. 

Bacon’s  Alley  at  Strood  is  at  last  uninhabited.  The  six  cottages  in  this  place  now 
demolished  were  a  constant  nuisance.  Strood  Square,  The  Orchard,  and  Benster’s  Court 
are  localities  greatly  in  need  of  your  serious  consideration. 

Rainfall  for  the  year  amounted  to  28G1  inches.  This  would  represent  about  83 
millions  of  tons  of  wnter  falling  in  the  Urban  District  during  1894.  The  average  rainfall 
for  the  past  6  years  being  26-62  inches. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Work: — 

From  examination  of  the  Inspectors’  Journal,  I  have  prepared  the  following  list  of 
nusiances  remedied  and  in  submitting  it  I  feel  assured  your  Committee  will  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  your  Sanitary  Officers  have  not  been  idle. 


Dangerous  Cesspools  and  Coverings  .  24 

Cesspools  ordered  to  be  ventilated  .  10 

Cesspi  ts  abolished  .  5 

Insufficient  Cesspool  Accommodation .  4 

Storm  Water  diverted  from  Cesspools .  2 

Defective  Drains  and  Soil  Pipes  .  78 

Defective  and  Untrapped  Urinals... .  2 

Sinks  disconnected  with  Drains  .  16 

Defective  Yard  Gullies  . i .  30 

Defective  Bell  Traps  abolished .  8 

Defective  Paving  . 5 

Defective  Water-closets .  19 

Cottages  closed  unfit  for  habitation .  9 
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Bad  Wells  ordered  to  be  re  closed  .  2 

Polluted  Wells  closed . 6 

Defective  Pails  to  Earth  Closets .  .  16 

Defective  Ashpits  and  Coverings .  13 

Insufficient  Privy  Accommodation  .  3 

Defective  Privies  .  46 

Overcrowding . 6 

Filth  Accumulations . 19 

Offensive  Slaughterhouse .  I 

Offensive  Privies  .  7 

Offensive  Smoke  .  4 

Dirty  Premises  .  7 

Undrained  Stables  and  Cowsheds .  4 

Animals  kept  causing  nuisance  .  6 

Removal  of  Carcase  Cow  . 1 

Removal  of  Dead  Sheep . 1 

Removal  of  Stinking  Fish  .  2 


Three  actions  were  taken  before  Justices  who  made  the  necessary  order  to  abolish  the 
nuisances.  The  cases  were  for  non -ventilation  of  cesspools,  polluted  well  water,  and 
obstruction  to  the  proper  removal  of  house  refuse. 

In  conclusion,  the  Statistics  and  Tables  which  are  here  presented  require  no  further 
remarks  from  me.  They  bear  testimony  to  the  healthiness  of  the  Urban  District,  and  to 
the  efforts  made  by  your  Committee  to  promote  the  well  being  of  the  inhabitants. 

1  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  WATSON. 
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William  Watson, 
Medical  Offices. 


Office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Guildhall,  Rochester, 

February  8th,  1995. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Third  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  during 
the  year  1894. 


The  vessels  entering:  the  Port  were  as  follows  : — 


Foreign  'Irade — 


English. 

Foreign. 


Steam,  37 
27 


G4 


Coasting  Trade- 


English. 

Foreign. 


Total  number,  8326 


Steam,  1,218 
"  6 


1,224 


Sailing,  71 


106 


177 


Sailing,  6,848 


?  ? 


13 


6,861 


This  represents  332  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  they  were  in  the  Coasting  Trade, 
and  chiefly  barges.  There  were  20  less  in  the  Foreign  Trade  than  in  1893. 

Early  in  the  year  your  Committee  once  more  considered  the  question  of  Medical  inspection 
of  ships  at  Sheerness.  At  present  there  is  no  legal  power  to  detain  for  Medical  Inspection,  any 
vessels  coming  from  Ports  infected  with  Cholera  or  not,  unless  such  vessel  be  found  to  be 
infected  with  Cholera,  and  that  information  is  only  to  be  obtained  from  the  ordinary  questions 
put  to  all  vessels  by  Custom  House  Officers,  under  the  order  in  Council  of  November  23rd,  1893. 
Special  Cholera  questions  no  longer  existing. 

Your  Chairman,  Deputy  Town  Clerk,  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  attended  as  a 
deputation  the  Port  of  London  Sanitary  Committee  and  went  fully  into  the  matter. 

A  Deputation  from  the  London  Port  Sanitary  Committee  attended  at  the  Guildhall  in 
February. 

After  careful  consideration,  the  meeting  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  useless 
to  attempt  to  get  the  repealed  Cholera  orders  revived,  and  that  inasmuch  as  it  was  in  the 
opinion  of  both  Committees,  most  desirable  to  have  every  ship  medically  inspected,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  make  some  arrangement  so  that  a  Medical  Officer  should  be  on  the  spot  at 
all  times  and  ready  to  go  off  in  the  Coastguard’s  boat  on  the  arrival  of  vessels  at  Garrison 
Point. 


It  was  left  to  the  Port  of  London  Sanitary  Committee  to  formulate  some  scheme  and 
submit  it  to  your  Committee  for  their  approval  and  it  was  arranged  that  in  the  meantime  the 
Town  Clerk  of  London  should  give  notice  to  Mr.  Swales  that  the  verbal  agreement  entered  into 
with  him  would  be  terminated  on  March  25th. 


*  •«« 
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Your  Committee  also  cleared  up  the  point  as  to  infectious  deseases  other  than  Cholera  that 
they  must  be  dealt  with  and  ships  fumigated  by  the  London  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

Accordingly  in  July  Dr.  Hodgson  was  appointed  to  inspect  all  ships  from  Foreign  ports 
coming  into  Sheerness  and  Queenboro. 

The  Port  of  London  issued  the  following  circular  : — 

“  To  Ship  Owners,  Masters  and  Pilots — Notice  is  hereby  given  that  from  the  1st  September 
1894,  all  vessels  entering  the  River  Medway  will  be  boarded  by  a  Medical  Officer  of  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  in  conjunction  with  Her  Majesty’s  Customs. 

It  will  therefore  be  necessary  for  every  vessel  arriving  from  any  foreign  port  to  bring  to 
off  Garrison  Point,  until  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Port. 

The  attention  of  all  Ship  Owners,  Masters  and  Pilots  is  called  to  the  fact  that  heavy 
penalties  attacli  to  the  violation  of  this  order  which  is  made  under  the  powers  of  the  Cholera 
Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

(Signed)  MONCKTON, 

Guildhall,  London,  E.C. 

1st  September,  1894.” 

Hospital  Ship  “  Klk’’: — 

At  the  time  of  writing  my  last  year’s  Annual  Report  the  ship  was  undergoing  a  thorough 
overhaul  and  repair.  This  has  been  very  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

An  application  was  thereupon  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  loan  of  £515. 
Accordingly  on  June  1 3th,  1894,  Dr.  H.  T.  Bulstrode  held  an  enquiry  and  afterwards  visited 
the  ship,  the  Inspector  also  visited  the  “  House  Boat,”  which  was  suggested  should  be  used  as 
an  ambulance.  It  is  proposed  to  keep  the  ship  at  her  present  moorings  off  the  Gas  works  ; 
should  however  a  case  of  Cholera  occur,  the  vessel  is  to  be  at  once  towed  to  Sharfleet 
Creek,  (leading  out  of  Stangate  Creek)  where  moorings  have  already  been  laid  down  at  the 
instance  of  your  Authority. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Town  Council  held  September  12th,  1894,  your  Chairman  made  the 
following  remarks: — 

He  congratulated  the  citizens  of  Rochester  and  the  Ratepayers  of  the  other  Riparian 
Parishes  upon  having  secured  so  excellent  a  ship  at  so  small  a  cost,  the  vessel  was  very 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  was  now  furnished  and  equipped  for  any  emergency.  They  would 
now  be  always  ready  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  Cholera,  which  God  grant  may  never 
again  come  to  these  shores. 

The  Corporation  had  done  its  duty  in  the  provision  they  had  made,  and  he  was  confident 
that  if  the  other  Riparian  Parishes  would  think  the  matter  out  they  would  be  convinced  that 
the  best  had  been  done  in  the  interests  of  the  Port  and  all  concerned  and  they  were  ready  to  do 
battle  with  disease  should  it  make  its  appearance  within  their  Port,” 

“  Chatham  News ,  September  loth,  1894.” 
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Infectious  Diseases  : — 

One  case  of  Scarlatina  occured  in  the  mate  of  a  barge,  the  disease  however  did  not  become 
apparent  till  the  third  day  after  he  had  left  his  vessel,  so  that  probably  he  contracted  the 
disease  on  his  return  home  locally,  the  cabin  was  fumigated  neverthless.  Your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  visited  every  ship  whereon  illness  of  any  kind  was  found.  Nothing  however  needs 
special  report. 

Storm  Water  Drainage  at  Strood  : — 

Application  was  made  to  the  Medway  Conservators  by  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  for 
permission  to  lay  a  pipe  down  Pelican  Creek  so  as  to  conduct  the  water  to  the  River.  It  was 
granted  upon  the  express  understanding  it  should  be  for  rain  water  only  and  no  house  drainage 
of  any  kind  should  be  allowed  to  be  added. 

Medway  Oyster  Beds  : — 

As  certain  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  attributed  to  the  eating  of  oysters,  and  such 
statements  are  calculated  to  injure  the  sale,  not  only  in  our  markets  but  in  London  and  elsewhere, 
I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  Medway  beds  are  in  my  opinion  still  to  be  trusted  as  they 
lie  wide  of  the  tidal  stream. 

General  Sanitary  Condition  of  Vessels  : — 

Many  seamen’s  quarters  and  forecastles  were  found  to  be  in  a  dirty  and  neglected  state, 
several  captains  expressed  their  surprise  that  so  much  energy  should  be  shewn  at  this  Port. 
There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  those  vessels  regularly  arriving  in  your  district,  the 
knowledge  that  they  are  sure  to  be  inspected,  leads  to  greater  cleanliness  and  care  on  the  part 
of  the  crews. 


As  to  the  amount  of  work  done  I  feel  assured  the  past  year  would  more  than  favourably 
compare  with  any  previous  year,  in  carrying  this  out,  it  has  led  to  a  lot  of  correspondence 
which  however  has  been  greatly  lightened  by  the  readiness  with  which  suggestions  have  been 
adopted  and  defects  remedied.  In  one  instance  the  assistance  of  a  Surveyor  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  obtained  to  enforce  necessary  repairs. 


The  following  tables  have  been  prepared  by  your  Port  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Vessels  Inspected 

Foreign  Trade — 

British 
Foreign 


Coasting  Trade — 

British 

Foreign 

Total  number,  1453. 


Steam, 

14 

Sailing,  55 

23 

3  3  94 

42 

149 

Steam, 

340 

Sailing  1008 

3 3 

0 

„  4 

340 

1012 

The  Nationalities  of  the  vessels  were  as  follows: — 

British  1330,  Norwegian  35,  Danish  27,  Swedish  26,  German  24,  Russian  7,  French  4. 


. 
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Forecastles  or  Deck  houses  have  either  been  cleansed,  painted  or  whitewashed  cn  the 
following:  vessels  : — 

British  165,  Norwegian  12,  German  3,  Swedish  1,  Danish  4,  Russian  5,  French  3,  Total  193 


Sanitary  and  Structural  Defects  Cases 

Defective  ventilation  of  cabins  .  18 

Leaky  decks  over  sleeping'  berths .  6 

Insufficient  lighting . . .  24 

Rotten  cabin  floorings . .  . .  6 

Funnels  causing  nuisance .  ..  3 

Faulty  bulkheads  between  forecastle  and  hold  ...  3 

Chain  pipe  conducting  water  into  forecastle  .  1 

Unlined  iron  beams  sweating  over  seamen’s  berths  2 
Communication  between  paint  lockers  and 

Boatswain’s  stores  and  men’s  berths  .  12 

Dirty  water  storage  in  tanks  and  casks  .  59 


Remedied. 

15 

6 

20 

6 

2 

3 

1 

2 


10 

59 


Defective  Water  Storage — 

Rotten  casks  replaced  by  tanks 

Insufficient  water  storage . 

Forecastles  insufficiently  heated 
Defective  soil  pipe  to  closet . 

Totals . . 


9  ...  8 

2  ..  2 

4  ...  4 

1  ...  1 


150  ...  139 


Canal  Boats  Act,  1884 

I  have  received  the  following  information  from  Superintendent  Broadbridge,  who  is  the 


Inspector  under  the  above  Act. 

Number  of  boats  inspected  during  the  year  59 
Number  of  boats  on  the  Register  174 

Number  of  boats  Registered  4 

Condition  of  boats  and  occupants  satisfactory 
Orders  for  painting  4 

Orders  for  new  water  casks  2 

Orders  for  new  cabin  tops  4 

Infectious  Dcseases  dealt  with  nil. 


In  conclusion  I  look  with  confidence  to  your  appreciation  of  the  year’s  record  and  once 
more  I  wish  to  testify  to  the  continued  zeal  of  your  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  in  carrying  out 
Orders  and  conducting  Inspections. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


WILLIAM  WATSON. 


. .  . 
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